
NAME ____________________________________________       


                   Instructions for the State Project

Selection Date:  Wednesday, August 25th
Geography: Wednesday, September 22nd (include both maps)
Weather/Climate:  Wednesday, October 20th (good section to include graphs)
History Time Line:  Wednesday, November 17th
Government:  Wednesday, December 15th
Daily Life:  Wednesday, January 19th 

Places to visit (cities and/or tourist attractions): Wednesday, 









February 16th 

Introduction:  Wednesday, March 16th 

Acknowledgements & Bibliography: Wednesday, April 20th   

**Final Project is due on Wednesday, May 4th  

**From Wednesday, May 4th, 2011 your state project will be on display in the hall until Friday, May 13th.  Projects of those who have already given their presentations will be taken down, and sent home on the 13th.  Those who have not done their presentations will keep the projects at school until their presentations are completed.  

The oral reports will begin on Monday, May 9th.  Random drawing will choose the order of the reports unless you have a specific date for a guest speaker.  You must let me know if you have a specific date for a guest speaker to visit before we draw for order of the reports.  I will remind you of this around the middle of 

April.
***Your oral report must be at least 30 minutes in length.  Be creative!  You may use slides, pictures, videos, guest speakers, games, and a food item from your state or any combination of the above.  You personally must talk about your state for at least 10 minutes of that time.  Ask for help for ideas from former students.

Hallway displays need to be mounted on tri-fold display boards.  You will have 3 feet of table space to display your report and other items from your state.  Make your display attractive so others will want to look at it and read your report.  (Display board requirements are attached to this packet, and are online).

All reports must be typed in black ink using Century Gothic or Timed New Roman fonts.  You must use 12 pt. type for the body of the report, and use 14 pt. type for the headings.  Double space between sentences and after each title, and be sure to indent each paragraph (usually 4-5 spaces).  You can make a cover page for each section and be as colorful and creative as you want.  It makes it look a lot nicer and longer! REMEMBER to use the same type of font for EVERY report.
****Each section will be returned to you within one week after it is turned in.  It is your responsibility to make all corrections, and to keep track of the reports to include them in the final report (these graded reports will not be included in your final project – you must reprint the entire project at the end).  You are to save each report on your computer and flash drive as you write them.  It is also a good idea to save the report in your folder at school.   Be sure to write each report, bibliography, and acknowledgements in the same document.   This helps you when putting the final project together.  You can insert pages where you need them, and it will make it easier to add the header to each report, and the page numbers at the end of the project.  I will not accept any final report with any of the red correction marks that I make.  They should be error free!  Look at the attached Rubric. (This format will be taught in class!)
I will grade each section, as it comes in, by if it is turned in on time, and on the following: sentence fluency, voice, conventions, organization and word choice.

As the sections are turned in each month they will be marked as an English grade.  The final project will also be graded as above, and must include all requirements for each section; making sure that they were met or exceeded.  The final report will count as 3 grades in Social Studies during the 4th Quarter.
===============================================================

When assembling the final report the materials must be in this order:

Title Page:  It must include the name of the state, and the author’s name, school, and the due date.  It also MUST be colorful and include the state flag and or pictures from the state.

Blank page: For comments from the reader

Table of Contents:  (I will teach you how to do this in the Computer Lab, and we will do this together as a class the week before the project is due.)
Introduction:  A brief summary of the high points (main ideas) of your report to tell the reader why he or she would want to read this report.  You may include the flag, state bird, state flower, etc. (No more than 1 ½ pages long)
Geography:  The physical features of the state (mountains, rivers, plains etc.).  Name each of the features and tell about them; talk about the location of your state (where it is in the U.S.; which states borders your state, telling the area of your state (in miles and kilometers); describe landforms.  You may include animal and plant life in these areas and tell about their environments.  Be sure to follow a logical order when writing this section!  Pretend you are in an airplane and you are flying over the state from one border to the next and explain the state in that order.  Any terms used to describe the areas should be included and explained as necessary.

Weather/Climate:  It should include the average temperatures for the different seasons of the year, seasons (what are they like), precipitation, and conditions that are unique to your state.  If there are any problems that occur with the weather in your state be sure to include that in this section (Such as tornadoes, blizzards, hurricanes, etc).  If anything is affected by the weather be sure to include that information also (Such as forest fires, damage from hurricanes/tornadoes, etc).

History:  Prepare a written chronological report of the key events in the history of your state.  You should include important events as are necessary to keep a logical progression.  You cannot skip huge periods of time!  Items to include would be early history and accomplishments, statehood, independence, major battles, discovery, important leaders and significant events.  Look for examples of time lines in your Social Studies book, books about your state that you are using, reference books and online.  Each event must include brief explanations!  This will be written in timeline form. You will find complete timelines for each state online; HOWEVER, you are NOT to copy and paste them as your work- that is Plagiarism.  You can use the information, but you need to write each entry in your own words.
Government:  This includes historical governments as well as the current form of government.  Identify the current form of government and include a brief explanation of how it operates; you must list current government officials.  This includes ALL branches of government within the state.  Be sure to include the length of time of terms in office for each official and explain how they are elected or appointed. Also list the different police agencies within your state.  

You may copy and paste the Lists of state officials (Governor, Senators, Representatives, etc.) from a government website because these are lists that are given for all to use, and there is no rewording necessary.

Daily Life (culture and economy):  How do people live in your state; what do they produce, grow, export; what dialect do they speak, what do the majority of the people do for a living; what are the different religions of your state; what unusual customs are observed; also include newspapers (major city newspapers only), airports, broadcasting networks, use of computers, etc., anything that people come in contact with on a daily basis.  You may also include anything else that you want to share about the people from your state.
Places to visit (cities and /or tourist attractions):  Talk about at least 3 places!!!  Be sure to include the capital city as one of these places to visit.  The other two can be other cities or tourist attractions.  Be sure to include pictures! Describe these places completely, DO NOT JUST LIST THEM!  This is a section where a lot of pictures should be used.  Just make sure that you tell about each picture in your report.

Additional Information: Anything else that you have not covered in any of the other areas, but you think is important to add to your report. 

Bibliography:  You must include at least 6 resources of which 3 must be books.  Directions for typing the bibliography will be given during class, and I have examples to show you.  **Be sure to write down every book you use (include the complete title, author, publisher, city of the publisher and the date it was published).  For an online source be sure to print the information and use the information from the article. 
I will teach you how to write a Bibliography after the first report is completed.  Use the graphic organizer I have provided to write all of the information that is necessary for the Bibliography for a book, online source, magazine or pamphlet, etc.  Keep this information and add to your Bibliography every time you write a report.
Acknowledgements:  A thank you to anyone and everyone who helped you prepare this report.  No one person is unimportant!  Hint: Mrs. Gaunt will be helping you so a thank you is in order for her!

Blank page: __________________________________________________

What MUST be included in the report:

1. Physical map (must show relief and include a key)
2. Political map (show your state and its counties)
3. 3 graphs (bar, line, and circle) made by you.  You may include more (including graphs that are found in a book or online) if you would like. These graphs should be included in the section where you discuss the Information that is in the graphs.  All graphs must be discussed in the written report!!!  How to make these graphs will be taught in computer class.  Be sure to take your information with you to computer class so that you can use it to make your graphs!!

4. Flag – this may be drawn or copied.  If it is drawn it must be neat!  Include an explanation of the flag (What the design stands for, why the colors were used, etc).

5. Photographs – at least 4 must be included in the written report.  These may be photographs or computer images.  If you want colored pictures copied for your report give me your book as soon as possible and I will make copies for you.  The pictures will enhance the section where they are placed.  

Helpful Advice from your teacher:
Begin this report as soon as you have selected your state!  I will gladly read over what you have written in each section before it is due to help you to improve what you have written. But be sure that I get this at least by the Friday before it is due!  If you turn these portions in early and I am able to conference with you, you are able to make corrections, which means you will receive a much better grade.   I cannot tell you exactly how long each section should be, but I can tell you it is not less than 20 well written sentences.  It depends a lot on how much information you find on your state.  Start with the encyclopedia!  It is an excellent example of a summarized report!  Remember not to copy any books or online information that you find; that is called plagiarism and it is against the law.  Read the information and then put it into your own words.  The best way to get a lot of updated information is by going online.  You can write the state government to see if they would send information, but because so much is online now they probably won’t send anything.  Another avenue to use would be a travel agency to see if they have any brochures on your state.  

Be sure to look at the examples of last year’s projects.  

****When you turn in each report you must include the resources that you used to write that report.  You may write it in pencil on the back.  I do check resources.  I will not accept any report without the resource(s) that you used for the report. Also, check your work before handing it in for plagiarism by going to the website: www.dustball.com.  All you have to do is copy what you have written in your report and paste it on this site.  This site will check for plagiarism.  If it says that there is possible plagiarism click on the sites or books where the same wording is found.  If one of the sources is a source that you used you must rewrite the sentence(s) that are plagiarized.  If none of the sources match what you used, then you are fine and you do not have to rewrite the sentence(s).  

Remember that when your State Project reports are due that they are DUE at 8:30 am that day.  Don’t wait until the last minute to do your report or to print it off.  If you are having printer problems you can do the following:

Bring your report in on your flash drive and then you can print it out on any printer at school; or you can e-mail the report to me so that I can print it off.  


My e-mail address is Debby.Durr @lsportal.net.   

Also, if you are having computer problems you are able to use the computers during Helping Hands (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday).

Geography is a section where you would place these maps!!!









